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Correspondence from Germany 

 

Schleife the 26th of July, 1903 

 

Worthy Volksblatt.  

 I also wish to send a you a few lines. We are 

currently in our harvest time. This year, the rye has 

developed very well and has, in some places, reached 

heights of up to 2 meters and appears to be generous 

in grain. In my 60 Schock I have found 13 occasions 

for double spikes, that is, two ears per stalk. 

 Sahrodnik, also called Tschernik, from 

Trebensdorf has even found one stalk with 9 spikes. 

Sahrodnik is a brother-in law of the wheelwright 

Johann Tschernik who lives in Warda, Texas. 

 The weather is now very favorable. If it stays 

this way for 8 days we expect to be finished with 

bringing in the harvest. 

 The rye harvest has not been blessed, as well 

as in this year, since 1882. Hay making was also 

good. The oats and buckwheat also stand tall. Barley 

and flax are hardly grown anymore. There will 

probably not be much waste due to dryness. Potatoes 

also offer signs of a rich harvest. As opposed to 

cherries and plums there are few pears and apples. 

 There has been severe flooding in some areas, 

specifically along the Oder in Upper Silesia, where 

the water level reached 6 meters above normal. Hail 

beat everything down in Brandenburg's Lödenau. 

Otherwise, there has been little rain and almost always 

sunshine. It is not too hot, 25 to 35 degrees around 

midday and 8 to 12 degrees Reaumur during the night 

with mostly north and evening winds.  

 Locally, there has been much recorded change 

in agriculture in the last 20 years until now. In that the 

land, due to the application of artificial fertilizer, has 

been elevated to a condition where it yields 45 % 

more than before. In the past, a Scheffel of rye cost 6 

Thaler and now 10 Mark 25 Pfennig. The Scheffel of 

wheat 13 Mark 60 Pfennig, barley 9 Mark 50 Pfennig, 

oats 7 Mark per Scheffel. The Scheffel is about 

equivalent to 4 English Bushels. 

 I sign off with the best of greetings 

J. H. 

In Schleife, Germany 

 

Translated by John Buerfeind 
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